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THE CLASSICAL WEEKLY 



IN LIGHTER VEIN 

The monotony of reading examination papers is 
sometimes relieved by mistakes which are toe 
extraordinary to arouse merely passing interest. The 
following are some of those noted at the last College 
Entrance Board examinations in Latin. 

Velamina was declared to be composed of vela, 
'veil', 'garment', and minus-a-um, 'small' ; hence 'a 
small veil'. adulescentia was derived from adule, 
'lack of, and scientia, 'knowledge'; therefore 'youth'. 

The comparison of malam was given as malus, 
bene, optimus; malus, odior, pessimus; malus, 
minor, minimus. 

To the injunction "Change the gerundive con- 
struction principum interficiendorum to the corre- 
sponding gerund construction" one student returned 
this answer: "The gerund has no plural. There- 
fore this idea can not be expressed by the gerund 
construction". 

One question was "Give the situation of the 
comitium". Some answers were: "The situation 
of the comitium is often very dangerous"; "I can 
not find the comitium on the paper. I will there- 
fore try to explain the form comitio. comitio is in 
the ablative governed by in"; "The comitium was 
located in the western part of Athens near the road 
leading to the Piraeus". 

Questioned about the position of autem and igitur 
one candidate said : "Personally I don't like the 
position of autem and igitur; I think they should 
stand first, as they are connective words". 

Other gems were: "Figures of prosody are the 
dactylic feet, the spondee and the caesura" ; 
"Archias had lived in Rome since the founding of 
the city"; "This is a female caesura, because it 
comes in the wrong place" 

Strange translations were noted, both of the books 
regularly read for admission to college and of the 
sight passages. In the former sphere we have the 
following : 

Potestne huius caeli spiritus esse iucundus 

(Cic. Cat. i. is) 'whose spirit is happy in the heav- 
ens'; immo vero (Arch. 9), 'in the lowest truth'; 
postquam introgressi et coram data copia fandi 
(Aen. 1. 520), 'after the eatables had been handed 
around and also the food given out' ; necdum orbem 
medium Nox horis acta subibat (Aen. 3.512), 'Night 
driving her horses' ; pars ingenti subiere feretro 
triste ministerium et subiectam more parentum 
aver si tenuere facem (Aen. 6. 221-223), 'some go 
under the pyre and touch a match to it' : 'they place 



the body on the bier and touch a match to the 
feet of their parents'; At gemitus (6.220), 'the bro- 
ther did it' : 'a sigh of satisfaction arose (the whole 
passage being of a feast)'; pars calidos latices et 
aena undantia Aammis expediunt (6.222-223), 'part 
brought lucid milk' : 'some carried hot milk' : 'a 
prepared white lattice work' : 'one of pure water' ; 
velamina nota coniciunt (6.221-222), 'sing the well- 
known hymns'; principio pinguem taedis et robore 
secto ingentem struxere pyram (6.214-215), 'the 
meat having been cooked and the oak cut'. 
Among the sight translations were these : 
homo doctus in se semper divitias habet (Phaed. 
4.22), 'a learned man always has two souls within 
him' ; crebraque inter se conloquia milites habebant 
neque ullum interim telum, per factiones loquentium, 
traiciebatur (Caes. B. C. 3. 19), 'nor was any 
weapon drawn in the meanwhile except the imple- 
ments of conversation' : 'not any weapon was hurled 
through the speakers of the meeting 1 ; ut vidit levi 
patens in pectore volnus cuspidis Ausoniae, (Aen. 
11.40-41), 'the wound lying open in the breast of the 
Cupid of Ausonia' :' 'the wound made by the greedy 
Italian' : 'spitting on Ausonia' • hi zonas colligunl, 
'these collect life-preservers' ; plures onere degravati 
perierant, 'just as many perished in the dangerous 
gurgle'. 
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